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1. COBIS Annual Conference 2010  
Schools for Life: Providing learning beyond the curriculum  

15 - 17 May, London  
 
The COBIS Annual Conference is only a fortnight away. We look   
forward to welcoming more than 120 delegates from 45 countries. 
The exhibition will showcase more than 40 companies and the      
conference programme includes a range of speakers and seminars. 
A draft conference programme is available to download from the 
COBIS website or by clicking here. 
 
2. COBIS poetry competition  
 
COBIS is pleased to announce the winners and runners up in the 2010 COBIS Student Poetry        
Competition. More than 200 poems on the theme of ‘Home’ were received from students in British 
Schools around the world. The competition was divided into three categories: 10yrs and under 
(Category A), 11-14yrs (Category B), and 15-19yrs (Category C). The poetry competition was       
sponsored by Galore Park Publishing, Red House International School Book Club, and TTS Group Ltd. 
To read the winning entries click here. Winners and runners up are pupils of British, Czech, Korean, 
and Swedish nationality studying at COBIS schools in Italy, Turkey, Czech Republic, and France.  
 
3. COBIS teachers’ conferences 2010/11  
 
There will be four COBIS teachers’ conferences in the 2010/11 academic year. 
 
29-30 October, 2010  Madrid - Unlocking People’s Potential  
     (more information and booking  form available on the COBIS website) 
November 2010    Amsterdam 
17-18 February, 2011   Prague 
April 2011    Cairo (including ISI inspector training) 
 

 
Teaching English as a second language to the very young -  a Norwegian experience at the 
British International School of Stavanger (Anne Howells, BISS, Norway) 
 
A new language programme, originally designed to teach English to Norwegian pupils 
with significant learning difficulties, is proving a great hit in a local international school 
which has significant numbers of foreign pupils arriving with no prior experience of the 
English language.  
 The programme ‘Learning English with Teddy’ has been written by Julie Monsen, 
originally from England and trained at Leeds University. Julie has lived in Norway since 
1984 and started her career in Norway at the British School of Stavanger. She then 
moved on to become a specialist teacher in the field of special needs education working 
in the Norwegian sector.  
 The success of the programme is such that the Norwegian government has now formally recognised the 
programme and teachers across the country are using ‘Learning English with Teddy’ not only in special needs 
centres, but also with pupils in Norwegian nursery education. A local British International School in Stavanger is 
using the programme with its youngest overseas students who have no prior experience of English when they 
arrive at the school.   
 BISS makes good use of the programme with regular cohorts of EAL students aged between three and five 
years being introduced to English with Teddy’s support. A particular favourite is Teddy’s tourist guide to the 
beautiful port of Stavanger, a port which regularly hosts visits from some of the largest cruise ships in the world.  
Anne Howells, Principal at BISS has found that ‘taking the children on the tour when they first arrive in the 
school helps them become familiar with local landmarks in the city centre and provides them with an initial      
insight to Norway, the host nation and its culture. Most importantly, the children recognise these local sights and 
when they visit the city outside school hours with their families it quickly becomes a familiar place to which they 
have a special attachment.’   
 The potential of this programme to assist very young children gain an initial understanding and acquisition 
of English extends well beyond its original intention to make the language accessible to Norwegian children in 
special schools. The strengths of ‘Learning English with Teddy’ are proven and Teddy’s adventures and influence 
deserve international recognition. 
 
Any other news from schools or features should be sent by email to: executive.director@cobis.org.uk 
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